
 

 

Term 3 August 18, 2021 Issue 3 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As COVID-19 restrictions continue to tighten and the news each day reports 
increasing infections, I have included some tips about how to address issues with 
children should they ask. They are taken from a website that was recently shared 
with me. 
 

Limit news consumption: 
Although it might appear that children aren’t listening at times, they often pick up 
what they overhear while the news is being reported. Words such as ‘pandemic’, 
‘lock down’ etc as well as the number of cases reported daily can be a worry for 
children. Be mindful of what they are listening to and be prepared to assist them 
with understanding what they are hearing.  
 

Stick to routines: 
Children need routines and boundaries, so try to keep the day as normal as 
possible. This includes keeping to regular bedtimes and wake up times. Following 
school start and finish times as well as break times as much as you possibly can 
will assist. I know that this is not always possible when parents are also working 
from home and / or supervising a number of children’s learning, but it can be very 
useful.  
 

Be open and honest: 
Children will have questions about COVID-19 and it is okay to answer them as 
honestly as you can, using language that you know your child/ren will best 
understand.  
 

Set daily / weekly goals: 
Choose something that you wish to achieve each day or week and track your 
progress on a chart. Share and celebrate your success. It could be something as 
simple as reading an extra few pages of a favourite book each day, starting your 
school work promptly etc. It could even be something family related rather than 
school related. The possibilities are endless! 
 

Source: https://www.counselorkeri.com 

…………………….. 
I also want to remind parents that teachers are endeavouring to contact families 
regularly to ‘check in’ with home learning. Where families indicate that things are 
going as well as they possibly can, teachers might only check in every couple of 
weeks rather than attempting to do so each week. Where there are concerns 
about children not completing work, we will need to review the flexible attendance 
status of children. Teachers in Years 3-6 are able to check who is / not completing 
work via google classroom while teachers in K-2 are monitoring the work being 
emailed to the school. 
 

I thank all families for your continued support and understanding. I also thank you 
once again for your commitment to supervising your child’s home learning - we 
know it isn’t easy and we all appreciate your efforts. 
 
On behalf of the staff of SJV, a huge thank you to our P & F who surprised us all 
with a lovely gift of a personalised water bottle.  Your ongoing support of all that 
we do is very much appreciated. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
Cameron Lievore 
Principal 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Last Sunday 15th August was the Feast of the Assumption. On this day 
we celebrate the raising of Mary to heaven, body and soul, at the end of 
her earthly life. 
Within the celebration of the Feast of the Assumption, we can reflect on 
the role of our Blessed Mother Mary, in the mystery of our own 
salvation. 
We believe that Mary was free of all sin. The Archangel Gabriel 
recognized her as “full of grace”, “blessed among women” and “one with 
the Lord.”  
 

Mary had been chosen to be the Mother of our saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit, she 
conceived our Lord Jesus Christ, and through her, true God became also man, “The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
We see Mary’s life as the faithful servant of God who shared closely in the birth, life, death and 
resurrection of our Lord. We can see that the promises our Lord has given each of us, of sharing 
eternal life, including a resurrection of the body, were fulfilled in Mary. 
 

Prayer for the Assumption of Mary 
Father in heaven, 

all creation rightly gives you praise, 
for all life and all holiness come from you. 

In the plan of your wisdom 
she who bore the Christ in her womb 

was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven. 
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness 

and join in her hymn of endless love and praise. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

Feast of St Mary Mackillop 
 
Last week we celebrated the special Feast of St Mary MacKillop. 
We spent time considering how St Mary Mackillop is a role model for us 
particularly in this country of ours and how we can follow Christ like she 
did.  
This is a lovely prayer that I think was nice to share, written by a child, 
and with St Mary at it’s heart.  
 
Never See a Need 
Dear Mary MacKillop 
You said: Never see a need without doing something about it .... 
I think that means that when I know I could help someone that I probably 
should but many times I don’t bother. 
 
Mary would you ask God to help me to try to be a bit more helpful 
especially when my parents and teachers ask me to do things and when 
my friends need a helping hand. 
 
Amen 
 
Mr Simon Stennett 
Religious Education Coordinator 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3475
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5813
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5201
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5998
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus


LITERACY INFORMATION 
 
 

    Book Chat with Miss D’sa    

 
A huge thank you to Miss D’sa for sharing her thoughts about her favourite children’s book.   

Miss D’Sa does not have one favourite book but she has an author she really admires.   
Let’s find out whose work Miss D’sa loves to explore. 

 
  

Who is the author you admire?  I really like the work of Jeannie Baker. 
  

Something you like about the work of Jeannie Baker.   She uses a collage technique to create the 
illustrations of her book. Sometimes her books do not have words and so it leaves the reader to infer the meaning of 
the story. 

  

Do you have a favourite Jeannie Baker book? Yes, I really like MIRROR - I like this book because it shows 
similarities and differences between cultures.  The way the book is laid out is like it is a mirror across the world. The 
pages open to make the book bigger and there is so much to look at on each page. 

  

 If you were to meet Jeannie Baker what would you ask her? How long does it take to create a page for 
one of your books? 
 

  
What are you reading with your child through lockdown?  It might be a great time to put the device away for a while 

and share a book.  Maybe you could read a selection of books by Jeannie Baker?   

Some of her books are: 
“Where the forest meets the sea”, “Mirror”, “Circle”, “Belonging” and “The Hidden Forest”  

    

 

 

Happy reading and stay safe.   

 

See you all very soon 

 

 
Mrs Cheryl Kersivian 
Literacy Coordinator 

 
  



LIBRARY NEWS 
 

The following students have completed the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
 
Congratulations to: Amira Saumatua Victoria Lobokakodkar Scyanna Du Ross 
 Avryl Bergado Roman Santos Margaux Lim 
 Oscar Jones Oliver Jones Amira Saumatua 
 
   

CLASS LIBRARY DAYS  
    
 K Blue Monday 4 Blue Wednesday 
 K Gold Tuesday 4 Gold  Tuesday 
 1 Blue Wednesday 5 Blue Friday 
 1 Gold Friday 5 Gold Friday 
 2 Blue Monday 6 Blue Thursday 
 2 Gold Monday 6 Gold Friday 
 3 Blue Thursday 
 3 Gold Thursday 

 
Could you please ensure your child uses a library bag to help protect our precious library books.  
Library Bags are to be purchased from the office at a cost of $10.00.  
 
Mrs Kersivien 
Teacher/Librarian 
 
 

SPORTS UNIFORM DAYS 
 
 Infants Primary 
 

K Blue Thursday & Friday 3 Blue Friday only 
K Gold Thursday & Friday 3 Gold Wednesday only 
1 Blue Thursday only 4 Blue Thursday & Friday 
1 Gold Wednesday only 4 Gold Thursday & Friday 
2 Blue Thursday only 5 Blue Thursday only 
2 Gold Wednesday only 5 Gold Wednesday only 
  6 Blue Wednesday & Friday 
  6 Gold Wednesday & Friday 

 
 

TERM 3 CALENDAR 
AUGUST 

End Week 7 27 August Remote Learning until end Week 7 at this stage 

 
 

SCHOOL FEE BILLING 
 

 
Term 

Approximate Date 
of Billed Invoice  

 
Fee Due Date 

3 19 July 2021 18 August 2021 

4 12 October 2021 11 November 2021 

 



  



  



  



ASSEMBLY 
 
Every Monday morning, we begin the week with an Assembly. The whole school gathers to pray our 
School Prayer, which was composed by one of our students many years ago.  We begin each day in the 
classrooms with this prayer which is led by one of our student leaders over the PA system.  

 

OUR SCHOOL PRAYER 
 

Dear Father 
Thank you for bringing us safely to St John Vianney’s today. 

Please bless our families, friends and teachers. 
Help me to make today a nice day for myself and everyone I meet. 

Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION OF AD HOC PRESCRIPTION  
& NON-PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION 

 
In line with CEDP Policy & Procedures on the Administration of Medication during school hours, if 
your child requires the administration of any ad hoc medication (i.e. temporary medication), a 
“Request for the Administration of Prescription & Non-Prescription Medication” form will need to be 
obtained from the School Office and completed by the parent / carer and submitted together with 
supporting documentation from the doctor regardless of prescription or non-prescription 
medication.  This includes over the counter medication such as paracetamol, aspirin, ibuprofen, 
anti-histamines, creams for allergies and alternative medicine. For prescription medication (e.g. 
antibiotics) the original packaging / container with an attached prescription pharmacy label 
constitutes such authority, alternatively a letter from your child’s GP is required to be submitted 
with the form. 
 
NO MEDICATION is to be in your child’s school bag. All medication must be given to the office 
staff for safe keeping and recording purposes. 
 
Please note that without the supporting documentation, the School will not administer any 
medication. 
 

THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO THE FAMILIES WHO HAVE RETURNED THE ALLERGY & 
ASTHMA PLANS, WITH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION AND MEDICATION, EARLIER 

THIS YEAR. 
 
The Asthma Action Plans and Anaphylaxis ASCIA plans are requested to be reviewed yearly by 
the parents.  Please inform the School Office if your child’s medication changes during the year. 
 

 
KEEP US INFORMED 

If you have changed your address, email address or phone numbers, please update via the 
Skoolbag App or contact the school office for a Change of Details form as soon as possible. It is 
important to have ALL contact details up to date for our records to ensure we can contact you 
when necessary. 
 
 

VISAS 
 

If you or your child have been on a visa and the status of that visa has changed, please advise the 
school office as soon as possible so that your records can be updated. 
 



CLOTHING POOL 
 
We accept donations for 2nd hand clothing.  Please bring your unwanted uniforms, washed, 
to the School Office.  If you wish to purchase second hand clothing, please contact the School 
Office to enquire about stocks and sizes.   
 

HELPFUL LINK 
 
Families might be interested in the following program that has been designed to help children who 
have been targets of bullying and who have high levels of anxiety: 
https://coolkidstakingcontrol.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR3GSUcco5bm6G4Byp5ipVg-fnUqTD_oSpfnp-
HZDYroomxB86Zw4zDoX8U 

 

SUPERVISION 

Morning supervision starts from 8:30am.  Please ensure that your child is NOT at school before 
8:30am as there is NO supervision before this time.  School finishes at 3:00pm and children 
should be picked up promptly.  Afternoon supervision in the amphitheatre finishes at 3:30pm.   
 
If you are running late, please contact the School Office on 8869 6300 so that we may inform your 
child. 

 

REQUESTS FOR COPIES OF REPORTS 
 
Many families are submitting applications for their child to attend high school and the office has 
had a number of requests for photocopying of reports already provided to the parents i.e. NAPLAN 
and Semester 2 reports. 
 
As per school policy, there will be a $5.00 per report charge for any copies the office is required to 
make.  We ask that you give our office staff time to complete this request with either an email 
notification or via telephone. 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

2021 P&F Committee 
 

President     Teneile Shaw 
Vice President    Amani Elfar 

 Secretary     Lisa Mangion 
 Treasurer  Maryanne Vella 

 
General Committee Members 

 
Lisa Cutajar 
Amanda Khattar 

 
 

MERIT CERTIFICATES 

No Merit certificates will be issues until normal Classes resume. 
  

https://coolkidstakingcontrol.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR3GSUcco5bm6G4Byp5ipVg-fnUqTD_oSpfnp-HZDYroomxB86Zw4zDoX8U
https://coolkidstakingcontrol.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR3GSUcco5bm6G4Byp5ipVg-fnUqTD_oSpfnp-HZDYroomxB86Zw4zDoX8U


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

 
EVERY LEARNER, EVERY DAY! 

 School attendance plays a critical role in enhancing the lives of students in schools. 

 Every day of attendance adds to a students’ academic achievement and success at school.  

 If a student is not at school, they can’t be part of the learning. 

 A student who is consistently late to school misses the learning too! 

 School attendance is compulsory for every school age student. 

 
It’s OK to NOT be at school if you are sick or there is some kind of disaster …but it is not OK to be away 
because you slept in, didn’t feel like coming to school, went shopping, met up with friends.  
 
At St John Vianney’s we are monitoring school attendance as one part of building your child’s success at 
school. We will communicate with you if we become concerned about your child’s attendance.  

Parents can help by promoting the importance of school by:  

✓ ensuring your child attends school every day 
✓ arriving at school punctually (school begins at 8:55am) 
✓ leading by example … be organised and ready 

We are keen to support parents in developing and consolidating good attendance habits in every student. 

 

ABSENT FROM SCHOOL 

The Education Act (1990) clearly states that parents have a responsibility to ensure 

that children attend school regularly and must provide an explanation for any 

absences.  If your child is away from school could you please advise the office via 

phone, email or the Skoolbag App by 9:30am on the day they are absent.  

 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR EXTENDED LEAVE 
 
Parents, as you know, it is very important that children attend school every day.  Quite often leave is 
requested by parents for various reasons. While we understand that this may be necessary sometimes, it is 
not encouraged. Every school day is important for every student.        
 
If you intend taking your child out of the school for five days or more you must make a formal application 
to the Principal in writing and complete the ‘Application for Extended Leave’ form which is available 
from the school office. The application must be submitted at least 4 weeks prior to the expected leave 
or earlier if possible.                                                            
 

It is important for parents to know that, depending on circumstances, this leave may not be 
approved. 

 
Each application will be considered on an individual basis and could depend on circumstances such as the 
intention for the leave, your child’s attendance and the impact the leave may have on your child’s academic 
progress. 
 
These regulations are in place in all schools in the Parramatta Diocese to make sure that all students have 
the best opportunity to achieve to their full potential.  We appreciate your support and understanding of 
these requirements. 
 

 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

ANAPHYLAXIS                                                                                                                
LIFE THREATENING ALLERGY 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Schools cater for many differences that children present academic, emotional, social and 
health issues. 
 
Throughout our school we have children with life threatening allergies. This is a serious 
matter, one that the school must address. Therefore we appeal to all parents to assist us in 
caring for these children by considering the type of foods you pack for your own child’s 
lunch. 
 
Our aim is to minimize the amount of peanut and nut products brought into the school and 
avoid all foods that contain nuts. These foods are extremely dangerous to our children 
with allergies. Common foods that trigger an allergic reaction are listed below and we ask 
that they not be brought to school any time. 
 
Peanuts: include M&M peanuts, cashews, hazelnuts, almonds, walnuts and all tree 
nuts 
Peanut butter 
Nutella 
Sesame seeds remember some bread rolls have sesame seeds on the including 
some McDonald’s hamburger buns 
Food that contain satay e.g. Thai, Malaysian, Indonesian dishes 
Egg 
 
In the case of a child bringing a nut product to school, teachers will bring the matter to the 
attention of parents. 
 
If peanut or nuts are not on the ingredient list of a particular packaged food but the food 
has the statement: 
 

“May Contain Traces of Nut …” 
 
this food may be brought to school and consumed only by non-allergic children. 
 
Due to safety concerns, we discourage children from sharing food. We would also 
appreciate parents speaking with children regarding this matter. 
 
We thank you for helping us provide a safe environment for all our children. 
  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
  
 

KINDERCARE LEARNING CENTRE BEFORE and AFTER SCHOOL 
  

PICKUP & DROP OFF DAILY SERVICE 
 
Kindercare Learning Centre located in Doonside is a privately owned centre offering a variety of 
services including Long Day, Before & After School Care and Vacation Care for ages 0-12 years.  
Full Government subsidy and eligibility offered. 
 
Our centre is open 7am to 6pm all year round.  
 
Our Before School Care operates from 7.00am – 8.45am. 
  
Our After School Care operates from 3.00pm to 6.00pm. 
 
For further enquiries, or to make the switch please contact Jackie De Abreu on (02) 9622 8214 or 
visit our website www.kindercare.com.au 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.kindercare.com.au/

